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Giacomo Balla (Italian, 1871-1958).
Bambina Che Corre sul Balcone. 1912.
Photo credit: Scala/Art Resource, NY.
Galleria d’ Arte Moderna, Milan, Italy.
Credit: © 2007 Artists Rights Society
(ARS), New York / SAIE, Rome.

In the early 1900s, the Futurist painter
Balla was inspired by chronophotog-
raphy—the study of movement on
film through a combination of con-
tinuous and intermittent exposures—
which was practiced by Eadweard
Muybridge and other 19th century
photographers whose work is famil-
iar to many physical therapists. Here,
Balla used pointillism in depicting the
dynamic, sequential leg movements
of a girl running along a balcony.
The canvas seems to be the lens of a
camera as she bursts into, then out of,
frame.
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